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KUWASIP: Towards
24/7 water supply

water as an asset can be managed effi-
ciently, then not only can water be
ved, but also a 24/'7 water supply can
be provided for all. And this is precisely
what the recently launched Karnataka Ur-
ban Water Supply and Sanitation Project
(KUWASIP) aims to do.
Did you know that 40 to 50 per cent of wa-
ter is lost in transmission and distribution?

sure in the system, irregular supply, lack of
knowledge, and poor state of the distribu-
tion network. In addition, one also finds im-
proper billing procedures, inadequate data
on connections, and an inefficient response
system. In this scenario, by focusing on im-
proving and managing the existing systems
more efficiently not only can water be
saved and effectively distributed to all, con-
tinuous water supply can also be achieved.
The Karnataka Urban Infrastructure De-
velopment and Finance Corporation or
KUIDFC is the implementing agency for
various urban infrastructure development
projects, including the recently launched
EUWASIE

The World Bank-assisted KUWASIP, re-
pently launched in the State for reforms in
the water and sanitation sector, is a first of
its kind in the country and though it's ini-
tially restricted to some zones in Belgaum,
Gulbarga and Hubli-Dharwad in the first
phase, it will be scaled up to the rest of the
areas in the three cities and subseguently,
to more cities. "For the first time in the
country ,we have put in place a contract for
providing continuous water supply
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Drinking Water and Sanitation Policy pro-
nouncements into action.With this, Kar-
nataka is bound to take the lead in water
sector reforms in the country,” states Sri
Jawaid Akhtar (L1AS), MD, EUIDFC.
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Elucidating on the project, Raghavendra -

Purchit, Assistant General Manager (Ur-
ban Water Supply), KUIDFC, says, “Tradi-
tionally, there was no focus on managing
assets and checking if the systems in place-
were running efficiently The approach now
is that if a town's water supply facility suf-
fers certain inadequacies, then we have
look at optimum utilisation and subse-
quently enhance the facilities. As of now,
there is no clear indication of how much
water is lost at the source, transmission,
and customer end. There's a need to adopt
modern technology to manage distribution
and transmission, and to manage and build
the system.”

DEMONSTRATION ZONES : The pro-
ject is being implemented in partnership
with a private sector company in selected
areas referred to as Demonstration Zones in
the cities of Gulbarga, Belgaum and Hubli-
Dharwad. Explains Purchit, “A zone, com-
prising 4000 connections, has been chosen
in each town and there are five such zones —
2 in Belgaum, 1 each in Hubli-Dharwad, and
1 in Gulbarga. Each zone will be assessed to
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two years before the results are replicated
for the entire town. The operator provides
management expertise and a gamut of ser-
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we hope to bring the loss of non-revenue
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for the India Trade Promotion Council,

huﬂt in Mmhr the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD), has won the |
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Affairs and Urban Developm ent.,
Ghulam Mabi Azad, at the 11th annual con-
mrtinnd‘the[&ﬂam:ﬂtt"-'tﬁanm
van, New Delhi recently.

According to the CPWD, ﬂl&mmplexl;
the biggest air-conditioned one in Indis
and second biggest in Asia. The 8,374 sq.m.
building was built at a cost'of Rs. 17 crore.
It was inaugurated by Chief Minister M.
Dharam Singh.




